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escribing shape = and
comparing two shapes
are problems that have
been studied for a long time
% by painters and biologists. A
mathematician’s approach
proposed by Riemann is
to make a space out of
all “shapes” (e.g. all sim-
ple closed plane curvés)
and to study the geome-
i try of this space. Arnold
" was the first to compute |
geodesu:s and curvature f
" -on one such space Moreh"
recently his 1deas havef. Ay
been extended and applled{":w
to analysis of medical images.
A zoo of different propertles oS
is emerging. Mumford will. de- =
scribe some of the results of thls
program and connect it with an-
ancient Chinese map.




